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into both Islamic law and legal thought in particular
and early Islamic intellectual history in general.
The Arabic text has been established on the basis
of the two most important critical editions and
includes variants in the notes, while the English
text is a new translation by a leading scholar of
Shafii and his thought. The Epistle on Legal Theory
represents one of the earliest complete works on
Islamic law, one that is centrally important for
the formation of Islamic legal thought and the
Islamic legal tradition.

al-Shâficî, Muh
. ammad Ibn Idris
The Epistle on Legal Theory
Edited and Translated by J. E. Lowry
2013 – xl + 504 pp. € 34,00
The Epistle on Legal Theory is the oldest surviving
Arabic work on Islamic legal theory and the
foundational document of Islamic jurisprudence.
Its author, Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafii (d. 204
H/820 AD), was the eponym of the Shafii school
of legal thought, one of the four rites in Sunni
Islam. This fascinating work offers the first
systematic treatment in Arabic of key issues in
Islamic legal thought. These include a survey of
the importance of Arabic as the language of
revelation, principles of textual interpretation to
be applied to the Quran and prophetic Traditions,
techniques
for
harmonizing
apparently
contradictory precedents, legal epistemology,
rules of inference, and discussions of when legal
interpretation is required. The author illustrates
his theoretical claims with numerous examples
drawn from nearly all areas of Islamic law, including
ritual law, commercial law, tort law, and criminal
law. The text thus provides an important window

al-Shidyâq, Ah
. mad Faris
Leg Over Leg. Or the Turtle in the
Tree, Concerning the Fariyaq What
Manner of Creature Might he be
Tomo 1.- Edited and Translated by H.
Davies
2013 – xl + 368 pp. € 34,00
Tomo 2.- Edited and Translated by H.
Davies
2013 – vii + 446 pp. € 34,00

Tomo 3.- Edited and Translated by H.
Davies
2014 – viii + 396 pp. € 34,00
Tomo 4.- Edited and Translated by H.
Davies
2014 – viii + 574 pp. € 34,00
4-Volume Set
2014 – 1.920 pp. € 110,00
Leg over Leg recounts the life, from birth to
middle age, of ‘the Fariyaq,’ alter ego of Ahmad
Faris al-Shidyaq, a pivotal figure in the
intellectual and literary history of the modern
Arab world. The always edifying and often
hilarious adventures of the Fariyaq, as he moves
from his native Lebanon to Egypt, Malta, Tunis,
England and France, provide the author with grist
for wide-ranging discussions of the intellectual
and social issues of his time, including the
ignorance and corruption of the Lebanese
religious and secular establishments, freedom
of conscience, women’s rights, sexual
relationships between men and women, the
manners and customs of Europeans and Middle
Easterners, and the differences between
contemporary European and Arabic literatures.
Al-Shidyaq also celebrates the genius and beauty
of the classical Arabic language.
Akin to Sterne and Rabelais in his satirical
outlook and technical inventiveness, al-Shidyaq
produced in Leg Over Leg a work that is unique
and unclassifiable. It was initially widely
condemned for its attacks on authority, its
religious skepticism, and its “obscenity,” and
later editions were often abridged. This is the
first English translation of the work and
reproduces the original Arabic text, published
under the author’s supervision in 1855.
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samples of literary criticism, and much more.
With this anthology, distinguished Arabist Geert
Jan van Gelder brings together well-known texts
as well as less familiar pieces new even to
scholars. Classical Arabic Literature reveals the
rich variety of pre-modern Arabic social and
cultural life, where secular texts flourished
alongside religious ones. This masterful
anthology introduces this vibrant literary
heritage—including pieces translated into
English for the first time—to a wide spectrum of
new readers.

al-Bâ cûniyyah, cA.

Gelder G. J. van, ed.

Edited and Translated by T. E. Homerin

Classical Arabic Literature: A
Library of Arabic Literature
Anthology

2014 – 210 pp. € 26,20

Edited and Translated by (...)

The Principles of Sufism is a mystical guide book
to help others on their spiritual path. She
recounts the fundamental stages and states of
the spiritual novice’s transformative journey,
emphasizing the importance of embracing both
human limitations and God’s limitless love.
Drawing on lessons and readings from centuriesold Sufi tradition, Aishah advises the seeker to
repent of selfishness and turn to a sincere life of
love. In addition to his lucid translation, Th. Emil
Homerin provides an insightful introduction,
notes and a glossary to Aishah al-Bauniyyah’s
remarkable account of the pursuit of mystical
illumination.

2012 – 496 pp., encuadernado € 74,70
2012 – 496 pp., rústica
€ 23,60

The Principles of Sufism

A major translation achievement, this anthology
presents a rich assortment of classical Arabic
poems and literary prose, from pre-Islamic times
until the 18th century, with short introductions
to guide non-specialist students and informative
endnotes and bibliography for advanced
scholars. Both entertaining and informative,
Classical Arabic Literature ranges from the
early Bedouin poems with their evocation of
desert life to refined urban lyrical verse, from
tender love poetry to sonorous eulogy and vicious
lampoon, and from the heights of mystical rapture
to the frivolity of comic verse. Prose selections
include anecdotes, entertaining or edifying tales
and parables, a fairy-tale, a bawdy story,

Índice: Introduction
Verse
A Qasîdah by ‘Abîd ibn al-Abras
A Qasîdah by ‘Alqamah ibn ‘Abadah
A Qasîdah by al-Muthaqqib al-’Abdî
An Elegy (Marthiyah ) by al-Khansâ’
Polemics in Verse: An Invective Qasîdah by alAkhmal and a Reply by Jarîr
Love in the Desert: A Qasîdah by Dhû l-Rummah
An Umayyad Ghazal Poem, used as an Abbasid
Song Text
An ‘Udhrî Ghazal attributed to Majnûn Laylâ
An Umayyad Ghazal by ‘Umar ibn Abî Rabî’ah
A Love Poem by Umm Khâlid
Anti-Arab, Pro-Iranian Lampoon ( Hijâ’ ) by
Bashshâr ibn Burd
A Modern ( Muhdath ) Ghazal Epigram by Abû
Nuwâs
A Ghazal by Abû Nuwâs: On a Boy Called ‘Alî
Two Wine Poems by Abû Nuwâs
A Lampooning Epigram (Hijâ’) by Abû Nuwâs
A Ghazal Poem by al-’Abbâs ibn al-Ahnaf
Three Love Epigrams by ‘Ulayyah bint al-Mahdî
A Poem of Asceticism ( Zuhdiyyah ) by Abû l’Atâhiyah
Ibn al-Rûmî: On His Poetry
A Qasîdah by Ibn al-Rûmî: A Party at ‘Abd alMalik ibn Sâlih al-Hâshimî’s
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A Panegyric Qasîdah by al-Buhturî
A Victory Ode by al-Mutanabbî: The Qasîdah
on Sayf al-Dawlah’s Recapture of the Fortress of
al-Hadath
Nature Poetry: Two Epigrams by Ibn Khafâjah
Strophic Poem: A Muwashshahah by al-A’mâ alTutîlî
An Anonymous Muwashshahah from Spain
T h e r e D e s c e n d e d t o Yo u : A P h i l o s o p h i c a l
Allegory by Ibn Sînâ
Five Epigrams on Death and Belief, by Abû l’Alâ’ al-Ma’arrî
Mystical Ghazal : A Poem by Ibn al-Fârid
A Mystical Zajal by al-Shushtarî
Two Elegies on the Death of his Concubine, by
Ibn Nubâtah al-Misrî
A Zajal: An Elegy on the Elephant Marzûq
Rajaz
Early Rajaz
A Few Lines from the Poem of Proverbs by Abû l’Atâhiyah
A Few Lines from The Thousand-liner by Ibn
Mâlik
Light Verse: A Domestic Disaster , by Abû lHakam al Maghribî
“Didactic” Verse: From a Poem on How to Behave
in Society, by Ibn Makânis
Prose
Examples of Early Rhymed Prose (Saj’)
A Pre-Islamic Tale: The Princess on the Myrtle
Leaf (Three Versions)
How the Queen of Sheba Became Queen
Two Stories from Meadows of Gold by al-Mas’ûdî
Lives of The Poets: al-Farazdaq Tells the Story
of Imru’ al-Qays and the Girls at the Pond
Bedouin Romance: The Unhappy Love Story of
Qays and Lubnâ
A Parable: The Human Condition, or The Man in
the Pit
Mirror for Princes (and Others): Passages from
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Right Conduct by Ibn al-Muqaffa’
Al-Jâhiz on Flies and Other Things
Essayistic Prose: Al-Tawhîdî on the Superiority
of the Arabs
History as Literature: Al-Amîn and al-Mahmûn,
the Sons of Hârûn al-Rashîd
Moral Tales and Parables: Passages from The
Epistles of the Sincere Brethren
Prose Narrative: Four Stories by al-Tanûkhî
The Isfahan Maqâmah by Badî’ al-Zamân alHamadhânî
The Debate of Pen and Sword, by Ahmad Ibn
Burd al-Asghar
A Visit to Heaven and Hell, by Abû l-’Alâ’ alMa’arrî
Poetics: Ibn Rashîq on the Definition and
Structure of Poetry
L i t e r a r y C r i t i c i s m : F r o m The Secrets of
Eloquence by ‘Abd al-Qâhir al-Jurjânî
Po p u l a r S c i e n c e : Tw o C h a p t e r s f r o m t h e
Encyclopedia of Animals by al-Damîrî
A Section from an Adab Encyclopedia: The
Chapter on Stinginess from The Precious and
Refined
in Every Genre and Kind by al-Ibshîhî
A Fairytale: The Tale of the Forty Girls
Erotica: The Young Girl and the Dough Kneader,
from The Old Man’s Rejuvenation by al-Tîfâshî
Two Burlesque Stories from Brains Confounded
by al-Shirbînî
Lyrical Prose: A Visit to the Bath, by al-haymî
al-Kawkabânî
Notes · Chronology · Glossary of Names and
Terms · Bibliography.

Ibn al-Jawzî
Virtues of the Imam Ah
. mad Ibn
H
. anbal, 1
Edited and Translated by M. Cooperson
2013 – xxv + 562 pp. € 34,00
Próxima aparición en diciembre:
Tomo 2
2014 – 544 pp. € 34,00
Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 H/855 AD), renowned
for his profound knowledge of hadith—the reports
of the Prophet’s sayings and deeds—is a major
figure in the history of Islam. Ibn Hanbal was
famous for living according to his own strict
interpretation of the Prophetic model and for
denying himself even the most basic comforts in
a city then one of the wealthiest in the word, and
despite belonging to a prominent family. His piety
and austerity made him a folk hero, especially
after his principled resistance to the attempts
of two Abbasid caliphs to force him to accept
rationalist
doctrine.
His
subsequent
imprisonment and flogging became one of the
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most dramatic episodes of medieval Islamic
history. Ibn Hanbal’s resistance influenced the
course of Islamic law, the rise of Sunnism, and
the legislative authority of the caliphate. tells
the formidable life tale of one of the most
influential Muslims in history.
Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal is a
translation of the biography of Ibn Hanbal penned
by the Baghdad preacher, scholar, and storyteller
Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H/1200 AD). Volume One
presents the first half of the text, offering insights
into Ibn Hanbal’s childhood, education, and adult
life, including his religious doctrines, his dealings
with other scholars, and his personal habits. Set
against the background of fierce debates over
the role of reason and the basis of legitimate
government, Virtues of the Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal tells the formidable life tale of one of the
most influential Muslims in history.
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Edited and Translated by S. W. Anthony
2014 – 384 pp., 2 map. € 30,15
The Expeditions is one of the oldest biographies
of the Prophet Muhammad to survive into the
modern era. Its primary author, Ma’mar ibn
Rashid (714-770 AD/96-153 AH), was a
prominent scholar from Basra in southern Iraq
who was revered for his learning in prophetic
traditions, Islamic law, and the interpretation of
the Qur’an. This fascinating foundational
seminal work contains stories handed down by
Ma¿mar to his most prominent pupil, ‘Abd alRazzaq of San’a’, relating Muhammad’s early life
and prophetic career as well as the adventures
and tribulations of his earliest followers during
their conquest of the Near East.
Edited from a sole surviving manuscript, the
Arabic text offers numerous improved readings
over those of previous editions, including detailed
notes on the text’s transmission and variants as
found in later works. This new translation, which
renders the original into readable, modern
English for the first time, is accompanied by
numerous annotations elucidating the cultural,
religious and historical contexts of the events
and individuals described within its pages.
The Expeditions represents an important
testimony to the earliest Muslims’ memory of
the lives of Muhammad and his companions, and
is an indispensable text for gaining insight into
the historical biography of both the Prophet and
the rise of the Islamic empire.

M. Ibn Râshid
The Expeditions. An Early
Biography of Muh
. ammad

al-Macarri, Abu-l-cAla’
The Epistle of Forgiveness or a
Pardon to Enter the Garden,
1: A Vision of Heaven and Hell
Edited and Translated by G. J. van
Gelder and G. Schoeler. Preceded by Ibn
al-Qarish’s Epistle
2013 – xxxviii + 426 pp. € 34,00
2: Hypocrites, Heretics, and other
Sinners
Edited and Translated by G. J. van
Gelder and G. Schoeler
2014 – 336 pp. € 30,15
One of the most unusual books in classical
Arabic literature, The Epistle of Forgiveness is
the lengthy reply by the prolific Syrian poet and
prose writer Abu l-’Ala’ al-Ma’arri (d. 449 H/
1057 AD), to a letter written by an obscure
grammarian, Ibn al-Qarih. With biting irony, The
Epistle of Forgiveness mocks Ibn al-Qarih’s
hypocrisy and sycophancy by imagining he has
died and arrived with some difficulty in Heaven,
where he meets famous poets and philologists

PÓRTICO · Library of Arabic Literature
from the past. He also glimpses Hell, and
converses with the Devil and various heretics.
Al-Ma¿arri—a maverick, a vegan, and often
branded a heretic himself—seems to mock
popular ideas about the Hereafter. This book,
the first of two volumes, includes Ibn al-Qarih’s
initial letter to al-Ma¿arri, as well as the first
half of The Epistle of Forgiveness.
This translation is the first complete translation
in any language and retains the many
digressions, difficult passages, and convoluted
grammatical discussions of the original typically
omitted in other translations. It is accompanied
by a comprehensive introduction and detailed
annotation. Replete with erudite commentary,
amusing anecdotes, and sardonic wit, The
Epistle of Forgiveness is an imaginative tourde-force by one of the most pre-eminent figures
in classical Arabic literature.

al-Qudai, al-Qadi
A Treasury of Virtues
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Sayings, Sermons, and Teachings of Ali,
with the One Hundred Proverbs,
Attributed to al-Jahiz
Edited and Translated by Tahera
Qutbuddin
2014 – 306 pp. € 30,15

Próxima aparición en diciembre:

A Treasury of Virtues is a collection by the Fatimid
Shafi’i judge al-Quda’i (d. 454 H/1062 AD) of
sayings, sermons, and teachings attributed to ‘Ali
ibn Abi Talib (d. 40 H/661 AD). ‘Ali was the cousin
and son-in-law of the Prophet Muhammad, the
first Shia Imam and the fourth Sunni Caliph. An
acknowledged master of Arabic eloquence and a
sage of Islamic wisdom, Ali was renowned for his
words, which were collected, quoted, and studied
over the centuries, and extensively anthologized,
excerpted, and interpreted.
Of the many compilations of ¿Ali’s words, A
Treasury of Virtues arguably possesses the
broadest compass of genres, and the largest
variety of themes. Included are aphorisms,
proverbs, sermons, speeches, homilies, prayers,
letters, dialogues and verse, all of which provide
instruction on how to be a morally upstanding
human being. The shorter compilation included
here, One Hundred Proverbs, is attributed to the
eminent writer al-Jahiz (d. 255 H/869 AD). This
volume presents a new critical edition of the Arabic
based on several original manuscripts, the first
English translation of both these important
collections, and an extended introduction.

al-Sirafi, Abu Zayd / Ibn Fadlan
Two Arabic Travel Books
Accounts of China and India
Edited and Translated by T. MackintoshSmith. Mission to the Volga. Edited and
Translated by J. E. Montgomery
2014 – 320 pp., map. € 30,15
Two Arabic Travel Books combines two
exceptional exemplars of Arabic travel writing,
penned in the same era but chronicling wildly
divergent experiences. Accounts of China and
India is a compilation of reports and anecdotes
on the lands and peoples of the Indian Ocean,
from the Somali headlands to China and Korea.
The early centuries of the Abbasid era witnessed
a substantial network of maritime trade—the reallife background to the Sindbad tales. In this
account, we first travel east to discover a vivid
human landscape, including descriptions of
Chinese society and government, Hindu religious
practices, and natural life from flying fish to Tibetan
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musk-deer and Sri Lankan gems. The juxtaposed
accounts create a jigsaw picture of a world not
unlike our own, a world on the road to globalization.
In its ports, we find a priceless cargo of
information; here are the first foreign descriptions
of tea and porcelain, a panorama of unusual social
practices, cannibal islands, and Indian holy men—
a marvelous, mundane world, contained in the
compass of a novella.
In Mission to the Volga, we move north on a
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diplomatic mission from Baghdad to the upper
reaches of the Volga River in what is now central
Russia. This colorful documentary by Ibn Fadlan
relates the trials and tribulations of an embassy
of diplomats and missionaries sent by caliph alMuqtadir to deliver political and religious
instruction to the recently-converted King of the
Bulghars. During eleven months of grueling travel,
Ibn Fadlan records the marvels he witnesses on
his journey, including an aurora borealis and the
white nights of the North. Crucially, he offers a
description of the Viking Rus, including their

customs, clothing, tattoos, and a striking account
of a ship funeral. Mission to the Volga is also the
earliest surviving instance of sustained firstperson travel narrative in Arabic—a pioneering
text of peerless historical and literary value.
Together, the stories in Two Arabic Travel Books
illuminate a vibrant world of diversity during the
heyday of the Abbasid empire, narrated with as
much curiosity and zeal as they were perceived
by their observant beholders.
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